
FEBRUARY  2025 PARI  LOOR

1

PARI LOOR
A seasonal electronic periodical by 

St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic 
Church  

of Granite City, Illinois 

St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church 

1014 West Pontoon Road Granite City, IL  62040


Church: (618) 451-7884 Community Center: (618) 452-1915

www.stgregorychurch.net 

September 2024 - December 2024

http://www.stgregorychurch.net


FEBRUARY  2025 PARI  LOOR

2

Board of Trustees 

Executive 
Steve Hagopian - Chair


Jacob Varadian - Vice Chair

Chelsea  Asadorian- Secretary


Lynne Hagopian- Treasurer


Advisors 
Janet Haroian


Melanie Keeney

Ed Dolbashian


National Representative Assembly 
Delegates 

Andrew Asadorian

Janet Haroian


Church Faculty 

Altar Servers 
Deacon Jeffrey Hagopian 

Deacon Edward Haroian

Deacon Garo Mikaelian 


Deacon Dr. George Berberian

Stephen S. Hagopian - Sub Deacon

Andrew Hagopian   - Stole Bearer


Zaven Nalbandian Jr. - Stole Bearer

Andrew Asadorian - Acolyte


Dr. George Schweitzer - Acolyte

John Varadian - Acolyte


Holy Seraphim Choir 
Melanie Keeney - Choir Director


Andrew Asadorian - Organist


Ladies Guild 
Lynne Hagopian - Chairperson


Sunday School 
Soce Berberian - Superintendent


Fellowship Club 
Lynne Hagopian - Chairperson


Community Organizations 

Armenian Relief Society 
Janet Haroian - Chairperson


Armenian Youth Federation 
Elle Krikorian - Chairperson


Armenian Revolutionary Federation 
Steven Hagopian - Chairperson

Pari Loor Staff 
 Lynne Hagopian

 Soce Berberian


Contributing Staff 
Der Taniel Manjikian


Chelsea Mccoy Asadorian, Barbara Varadian, 

Janet Haroian, Susan Hagopian, Connie Ohanian


Melanie Keeney, Jean Nalbandian

Der Taniel Manjikian - Student at Aquinas 
Institute of Theology/Visiting priest



FEBRUARY  2025 PARI  LOOR

3

Table of contents
Der Taniel's Message 4

Board of Trustee News	 6

Calendar of Upcoming Events        9

Church Organization News        	          10

Community Organization News 14

Prayer Requests 17

Requiem Requests 19

Gifts to Church 22

Funerals 23

In Lieu of Flowers 25

2024 Golf Tournament Sponsors 26

2024 Christmas Poinsettias Donations 29

70th Anniversary Donations 30

Coffee Hour Sponsors 32

Church Services and Fees 33

The editor and staff of the Pari Loor wish to apologize in advance for any errors 

in spelling, omission of name(s) or misrepresentation of facts in 

our newsletter. Any corrections or additions to the newsletter 


should be directed to a member of the Board of Trustees.



FEBRUARY  2025 PARI  LOOR

4

DER TANIEL MANJIKIAN 

In December 2024, with profound joy and heartfelt gratitude, we celebrated the 70th anniversary of St. 
Gregory Church, a significant milestone that fills our hearts with pride and honor. This milestone is not 
merely a marker of time but a testament to the enduring strength, unshakable faith, and unwavering 
unity that have defined our beloved community over the years. It calls us to pause, reflect, and give 
thanks, echoing the words of the Apostle Paul: “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 

 SEVENTY YEARS OF 
SERVICE
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prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 
until now” (Phil 1:3-5). 
The 70th anniversary of our church calls us to honor the legacy of the past, celebrate the blessings of the 
present, and envision a future rooted in faith, service, and hope.  
2024 has been a year rich with blessings, achievements, and cherished moments that have strengthened our 
bond as one family in Christ. We have witnessed God's hand at work, from vibrant programs and 
gatherings to the Pontifical visit of His Holiness Aram I and uplifting religious services as the Psalmist 
proclaims: “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” (Ps 133:1). 
Our deep gratitude goes out to those who serve tirelessly within our community—Board members, NRA 
delegates, deacons, altar servers, choir members, Sunday school teachers, volunteers, students, sister 
organizations, and all members of our broader community. Your dedication embodies the spirit of Christ’s 
words: “The greatest among you will be your servant” (Mt 23:11). Your commitment reflects the essence 
of what it means to serve God and one another, and we are truly grateful for your support and 
contributions, which continue to shape the success of our church. 
This anniversary is also a tribute to the vision and faith of those who came before us. With unwavering 
devotion and sacrifice, they laid the foundation of this church, ensuring it would serve as a beacon of faith 
and unity for generations to come. May God bless the souls of those who have passed on, granting them 
eternal peace in His heavenly kingdom. 
For us, the torchbearers of today, this is not just a duty but a privilege. We are called to keep the flame of 
faith alive, ensuring that St. Gregory Church remains a cornerstone of our spiritual and cultural identity. As 
St. Paul reminds us: “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful” (1 Cor 
4:2). 
In a world where the relevance of the Church is often questioned, we reaffirm its vital role. Beyond its 
spiritual mission, the Armenian Apostolic Church continues to serve as a guardian of faith, a custodian of 
our national heritage, and a source of hope. As we stand upon this cherished legacy, we pray that St. 
Gregory Church will continue to shine as a living testimony of God’s love and grace. May we embody 
Christ’s teaching: “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Mt 5:14-16). 
With gratitude for the past, joy for the present, and hope for the future, we trust in God’s promise: “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you a hope and a future” (Je 29:11). 
May the next seventy years be filled with even greater faith, unity, and service as we journey together in 
the light of Christ. 
Congratulations to St. Gregory Church, and may God continue to pour abundant blessings upon our church 
and the entire community! 
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ST. GREGORY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CHELSEA MCCOY ASADORIAN  

Our church community has been actively engaged in various events and activities over the 
past several months. On September 17th, we hosted a celebration at a Cardinals game for our 
dedicated volunteers, to help recognize their invaluable contributions to our church 
community.

On October 12th, we held our Annual Golf Outing, a day marked by camaraderie and friendly 
competition. This event was a great success as we sold out with 34 foursomes playing.  We 
thank all who participated and continue to support this event. 

On October 15th, we were privileged to host the visit of His Holiness, Aram I Catholicos of the 
Great House of Cilicia. The day included the Hrashapar Service after which Vehapar shared 
greetings and remarks. This was followed by the traditional Ach Hampoor event allowing all 
parishioners to personally greet Vehapar in the church, and then a reception at the community 
center.  During the reception, Vehapar once again shared remarks and at the end, opened the 
floor to questions which he took his time answering. This was truly a memorable event for all 
attendees. We thank Aram Vehapar for taking time to once again visit our parish and God for 
providing our church such an incredible leader.   

On October 27th, we honored our esteemed nonagenarians with a special luncheon and 
program.

A special membership meeting was convened on November 3rd to discuss changes to our 
bingo operations and how said changes will inevitably affect our parish. It was announced that 
we will proceed with hosting bingo one night per week beginning sometime in early 2025. We 
had a fruitful discussion that generated ideas for new methods of approach and fundraising. 
Our Community Center played host for the annual AYF Dance, which was held on November 
23rd, bringing joy and celebration to our community. 

The 70th anniversary of our church was celebrated on December 1st with His Eminence 
Anoushavan serving as the Celebrant for Badarak, and then presiding over our banquet. After 
Badarak plaques were unveiled for Bea Bazoian, and Arman Festigian in recognition of their 
lifelong support of our parish. We were privileged to have Bea’s son Scott and his family, and 
Arman’s niece Polly all joined us for this very special day. During the Banquet and program, a 
slideshow showcasing our community's history was shown. 
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We were happy to present candidates to Srpazan Hayr for Prelacy awards, to acknowledge 
their commitment and hard work for our parish community. John Varadian has served the 
community through leadership on Board of Trustees for many years, serving as the Treasurer 
and a member of the church endowment committee. He also has been a dedicated volunteer 
at our hall for over 30 years.

Andy Asadorian has served many roles including acolyte and organist for more than a decade, 
where he has enriched our services. He has served multiple terms on the Board of Trustees as 
Secretary, Treasurer and Vice Chair, and is our outgoing NRA delegate. He has also served on 
many committees and been a dedicated volunteer at our hall for nearly 20 years. 

Stephen S. Hagopian has a strong commitment to our church and greater Armenian 
community.  Stephen has been a subdeacon in our church for several years, and has served in 
various leadership positions on the Board of Trustees as first the Vice Chair, then Chairman for 
several years.  Recognizing his support for the broader community he was also noted for his 
support to our youth through the AYF. He has been a dedicated volunteer at our community 
center for many years. 

We also recognized a group of leaders this year; the Sunday School staff and superintendent. 
While we appreciate the efforts of those who have served through our Sunday school, we 
recognize the wonderful new programs and renovations to the classrooms that our current 
team of Sunday School teachers, Andrea Giovando, Jean Nalbandian, and Yeretsgin Vana 
Tanielian, led by Superintendent, Soce Berberian.  We thank all the honorees for their devotion 
to our church and community. 

In mid-December, we delivered gifts to the residents of Granite City Nursing Home, spreading 
holiday cheer and warmth. December 22nd marked the commencement of the Christmas 
season with a delightful event that included the Ladies Guild Bake Sale, a Christmas play by 
our Sunday School class, and Christmas caroling. On January 1st, we celebrated the Armenian 
New Year with Armenians from across the St. Louis area to begin the year with unity and joy. 
All who attended the party enjoyed themselves thoroughly, and all who did not should make a 
point to in years to come. We hope that you all enjoy the events we hosted and found peace in 
our services these fall and winter seasons. If you have any ideas or feedback for the Board of 
Trustees, we would love to hear them!

We also wish to honor and remember the lives of our community members who have passed 
away. Amerik Kachigian passed on September 12th. He was a beloved husband, adoring 
father, and grandfather. Sonya Ohanesian passed away on October 9th.  She will be 
remembered as a beloved wife, a loving mother, and an adoring grandmother and great-
grandmother. Both Amerik and Sonya were lovers of Armenian music and sang for the 
enjoyment of others. A member of Holy Virgin Mary and Shoghagat Church, Charles Merzian 
passed away on December 12th. He was a beloved husband, supportive father and adoring 
grandfather and a close friend to many in our community. 
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We eagerly anticipate our upcoming events and hope that you will join us. Our annual Trivia 
Night will be held on February 22nd. The annual parish Membership Meeting is scheduled for 
April 6th. We look forward to the continued growth and enhancement of our community's 
already vibrant life in the coming months, and to cherishing our shared moments and 
supporting one another.

Christmas play photos
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 Saturday, Feb. 22nd	

Trivia sponsored by the Holy Seraphim 
Choir and St. Gregory Church Board of 

Trustees	

 Friday March 7th 	
Start of Lenten Services on Fridays

Saturday, April 12th 	
Lazarus Saturday – Church Spring 

Cleaning by Holy Seraphim Choir and 
the Fellowship Club	

 Week of April 14th- 19th	
Holy Week Services

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!	

  Sunday, April 27th	
Armenian Saints Commemoration

Sunday, April 20th	
Resurrection Sunday	

Easter Choreg & Egg Sale	

Sunday, April 13th	
Palm Sunday ARS Anniversary Dinner	

 Sunday, April 6th	
Annual Membership Meeting

Sunday, May 11th	
Mother’s Day Brunch/Lunch	

Sponsored by the Board of Trustees	
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION NEWS

MELANIE KEENEY	

The Holy Seraphim Choir hosted the coffee hour on Sunday, November 10, 
following a Hokehankisd for our deceased members.  That same day, we held our 
third annual loosnag sale and had another successful fundraising event.  Many 
thanks to the church community for its support, as well as non-Armenians who 
placed orders in advance of the sale.  A special THANK YOU to the Chuchian girls 
who helped prepare the loosnag.  They were so patient and we had fun together – 
thank you Callie, Lucy, Kiwi, and Star.  


The Choir sang special liturgical music for the Exaltation of the Holy Cross feast day 
in September (the Sunday closest to September 14).  We had the great honor of 
participating in the Hrashapar Service on Tuesday, October 15th, honoring the visit 
of our Vehapar, His Holiness Catholicos Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia.  In 
December, we donated to the church on the occasion of its 70th anniversary, we 
sponsored two orphans through the Prelacy and led the congregation in the singing 
of carols on Western Christmas Eve.


As has been reported before, the Choir’s membership is at an all-time low.  If you 
are interested in joining the Choir, please reach out to any of its members.  In the 
meantime, a special thank you to Andy Asadorian, Lindsey Schweitzer, Barb 
Varadian, Sarah Varadian, Narine Berberian, Gasya Berberian, Virgil Kambarian, and 
Mikael Darbinyan on their contributions to the Holy Seraphim Choir.  


Finally, we thank God for our continued ability to sing His praises, and we 
appreciate the support and leadership of Der Taniel and Yeretsgin Vana. 


Լուրեր «Սրբոց Սերովբէից» Երգչախումբէն  


Holy Seraphim Choir News
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Լուրեր Կիրակնօրեայ Վարժարանէն 

Sunday School News

JEAN NALBANDIAN	

Our Sunday School continues to be very active with prayer, language lessons, Bible 
studies, games, crafts and Armenian culture lessons! We also engage our students with 
fun videos and songs.  Here are some highlights from the last few months:  We continue 
to study the  Bible, learning how to find a book, chapter and verse as well as having 
discussions about what it means to lead a holy life.	
In November the kids earned a pizza party by learning 30 new Armenian words! In 
December, our big focus was preparing to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  As 
we participated in Advent lessons, we also prepared for our Christmas play.   The 
students and teachers worked very hard to practice lines and staging, create scenery and 
sound effects, and of  course, read and share the story of the Holy Family.   We were 
blessed to have extended family join our core group, and several students had cousins 
and family friends join in the fun!  We are grateful to our teen and college kids from AYF 
who helped us out as well.  Unfortunately, we were snowed out for Armenian Christmas 
Eve, but several students had practiced readings for the Badarak, and we are proud of 
them.   As January rolls along, we are refocusing on memorizing songs and prayers.  
February will bring a celebration of Hovannes Toumanian organized by Yeretsgin Vana! 
We have lessons for all ages -- come play and pray with us!	
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Լուրեր 

Fellowship Club

CONNIE  OHANIAN

Our last activity for 2024 was a Speaker’s Luncheon on September 15th. 
We enjoyed roast pork, special potatoes, salad and dessert. 
 
Our program was provided by Cynthia Reinhardt from Madison County Historical Society speaking on 
“Famous, but Forgotten”: family members and their connections to the area, how their lives coordinated 
with historical events thru the early history of Madison County and businesses and inventions that they 
were a part of. She had an interesting visual slide presentation that enhanced the presentation. 
 
Due to the calendar for celebration of Armenian Christmas and the weather 
we did not have our traditional Christmas luncheon.  Surely, we’ll make up for it next year. 

The Fellowship Club, along with the Holy Seraphim Choir, will clean the church during its annual spring 
cleaning on Lazarus Saturday, April 12th. Anyone can join us as we deep clean the main church and 
lobby areas.
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Լուրեր Տիկնանց Միութենէն 

Ladies’ Guild News

BARBARA  VARADIAN	

The St. Gregory Church Ladies Guild held their 71st anniversary on September 29th.  A 
delicious meal of spaghetti with homemade marinara/meat sauce, salad, garlic bread 
followed by Italian ice cream and cookies was served.  It was an honor for the Ladies Guild to 
organize the reception for Vehapar on October 15th. Our members, once again, stepped up 
to provide food for his reception following a short church service.	
Our members stepped up again this year to help provide the food for the AYF Dance in 
November. The ladies could be found from the beginning to the end with the setup and 
cleanup. 	
Under the leadership of our Yeretsgin Vana, the Guild organized a Ladies Christmas Brunch 
on Saturday, Dec. 7th. The brunch was open to all ladies of the parish. We all enjoyed 
making our sugar and Epsom salt scrubs and participation in a couple of games.  Everyone 
brought a dish to share and we enjoyed one another’s company.  The Guild also held its 
annual Christmas Bake Sale and as usual it was a sold-out success.	
Because of the hard work and dedication to our church and community, we were able to 
donate $3500 to the church on the occasion of its 70th anniversary. 	
Looking forward to 2025, the Guild will begin baking for the church Food Festival in May. 
Come join in the fun.	
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION NEWS

JANET HAROIAN	
SUSAN HAGOPIAN 

The Armenian Relief Society Reubena Chapter held its 1st Annual Breakfast with Santa on 
Sunday, December 15 at St Gregory Church  Community Center. This was a first for our chapter 
and it turned out to be a great event and much fun was had by all! We did not get as many 
participants as we were planning for – but hope the positive feedback and pictures from this 
year’s breakfast will encourage more to attend next year. 
Gahant Baba & Mrs. Claus came and surprised all of the children! Thank you to Melanie 
Haroian and Alicia Dolbashian for making the “Photos with Santa” happen! Everyone went 
home with a great souvenir picture, many of which were seen on the church’s Facebook page.  
Each child also got to decorate their own delicious Christmas Cookie. Thank you to Barb 
Varadian and Yeretsgin Vana for organizing this fun activity! 
Rebecca Wilhoft brought supplies and made sure that each child got to make their own 
Christmas Ornament to take home and hang on their tree. 
Each child was able to write their own letter to Santa and mail off to the North Pole – thank you 
to Jean Nalbandian for assisting with that activity.   
Another popular activity was the Balloon Artist. He was fabulous in making all of the fun 
creations the children requested. He will definitely be back next year!  
A delicious breakfast of pancakes, egg casseroles, sausage, doughnuts, and fresh fruit was 
served to all who attended and also to the parishioners who came over for coffee & cake. 
Thank you to Aida Bagautdinova and her mother Lana, for making the yummy pancakes!  
Thank you to Lori Saucier and Stephanie Hagopian for making the Egg Casseroles. 
In addition to the breakfast, we had a Holiday Vendor Fair. Everyone was able to enjoy the 
breakfast, Santa and also get their Christmas shopping in!  Thank you to our vendors: 8 Souls 
Trading Post (Andrea Giovando), DipnBerry (Elen Haroutyounyan), MomCraftUs (Anna 
Sinanyan), DressMyWedding, LLC (Anush Badalyan Platter) and Ararad’s Lavash (Ararad & 
Neli Balapekyan) – we are hoping to add to our Holiday Vendor Fair next year.  Also, many 
thanks to the vendors who sold their items and then donated back a portion of their proceeds to 
the ARS – very much appreciated for this worthy cause! 

Armenian Relief Society

Reubena Chapter – Granite City, IL
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All proceeds from this event went to the Armenian Relief Society’s Christmas Cheer Campaign.   
The funds are used to provide New Years and Christmas gifts and celebrations at Soseh 
Kindergartens and Orphanages in Armenia. This ARS campaign also aides in  helping the 
disadvantaged children in Javakhk.  We hope to build onto this annual holiday event each year 
and we hope to get your continued support! 

2025 brings on the 115th Anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Relief Society.  Special 
events are set for March 7th-8th in the New York/New Jersey region.   The weekend activities 
start Friday with a social dinner/kef night at St. Illuminator's Cathedral, then Saturday is a 
regional seminar, also at St. Illuminator's, focused on Empowerment of Armenian Women and 
Strengthening our Organization.  The celebration concludes Saturday evening with a Gala event 
in New Jersey- Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future. Tickets for Saturday's Gala are available 
for $255 each.   

The ARS has been a pillar of support for Armenian communities, offering vital assistance and 
fostering solidarity in times of need.   The ARS has gone from providing aid to Genocide 
survivors to spearheading projects in education, healthcare, and social welfare.   The 
organization remains steadfast in its commitment to spreading sunshine through its tireless 
efforts, igniting hope in the hearts of those it serves and inspiring positive change in the world. 

Other upcoming ARS notable dates include February 23rd, which is the annual requiem for 
deceased ARS members and benefactors and our chapter will host coffee hour after church 
services.   April 1st  is the deadline for ARS Graduate and Undergraduate scholarship 
applications.   The ARS website has the link to the applications and the specifications for 
eligibility: arseastusa.org. 

By the time you are reading this, the Reubena Chapter will have hosted our annual Souper 
Bowl Luncheon fundraiser on February 9th.   No doubt there were many delicious soup 
offerings and fun football theme games!   This fundraiser makes it possible for our chapter to 
support many of the ARS organization's programs and humanitarian service projects.   Thank 
you to all our members and supporters who made soup and bread for the event and those who 
donated generously to dine. 
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Key programs we will work on this year include fundraising for new mattresses at Camp Haiastan 
(an ARS convention resolution commitment) and funds to help pay for the new technology and 
mammography equipment at the Mother and Child Center in Akhourian, Armenia.   The ARS 
organization continues to support the needs of Armenians displaced from Artsakh, those in need 
in Syria and Lebanon, plus the Armenian communities affected by the LA area fires in January. 

The ARS Reubena Chapter always welcomes new members so please reach out to any 
Ungerouhie if interested in joining.
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September 8th , 2024
  	

For: Manny & Sonya Ohanesian		
From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

For: Zaven Ovian	 	
From: Raffi Ovian	

For: Manny & Sonya Ohanesian		
From: Steve & Susie Hagopian	

September 15th, 2024

For: Manny & Sonya Ohanesian	
From: Raffi Ovian	

For: Ed Dolbashian		
From:  Pastor & Board of Trustees	

For: Renlee Luttrel, Joan & George Mudge	 	
From:  Janet Haroian	

September 29th, 2024

For: Charles Merzian	                   	
    From: Asadorian and Keeney Families	

October  6th, 2024

For: Masis Bagautdinov	       	
From: Aida and Alex Bagautdinov & Family	

For: The Manjikian Family	      	
From: Board of Trustees	

For: Lexi & Justin Bocek & Family		
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

October 13th, 2024
For: Charles Merzian	                      	
From: Raffi Ovian	

For: Charles Merzian, Rich McClintock		
From: Art & Pam Asadorian	

For: Masis Bagautdinov	      	
From: Aida & Alex Bagautdinov & Family	

October 27th, 2024
		

From: For: Masis Bagautdinov	     	
From: Aida & Alex Bagautdinov & Family		

Խնդրուածս Աղօթից 
Prayer Requests september - december 2024



October 27th, 2024(continued)

For: Sue Depigian, Mariam Krikorian, Manny 
Ohanesian, Annette Hagopian,	

Dorothy Avedisian, Beverly Manoogian, Mike 
Torosian (90 year olds)		

From: Pastor and Board of Trustees		

For: Marcie Dixon		
From: Janet Haroian	

November 10th, 2024

For: All Veterans	 	
 From: Pastor and Board of Trustees	

November 17th, 2024

For: Masis Bagautdinov	
	From: Alex & Aida Bagautdinov & Family	

November 24th, 2024

For: For: Graham Keeney	           	
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: Steve Harmon, Sister Margaret Munch, RSCJ	
From: Deacon & Mrs. Edward Haroian and Family	

For: Graham Keeney	          	
 From: Steve & Susie  Hagopian	

December 1st, 2024

For: Graham Keeney	         	
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For:  Graham Keeney	         	
 From: Raffi Ovian	

December 1st, 2024 (c0ntinued)

For: Alice Jacobs, Mark Safarian		
From: Janet Haroian	

For: All Syrian Armenians	  From: Stephen 
S.Hagopian	

December 8th, 2024

For: Rose Nersesian	     	
From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

For: Ed Asadorian (Birthday)	   	
From: Andy & Chelsea Asadorian & Family	

December 15th, 2024
For: Rose Nersesian	      	
From: Raffi Ovian	

For: Rose Nersesian	      	
From: Deacon Ed & Mrs. Laura Haroian	

For: Pete, Leslie, Ella and Garo Merzian, Harry 
Merzian		

From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

December 29th, 2024

For: Joe Saucier	    	
 From: Lori Saucier		

For: Joe Saucier		
From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

For: Richard Asadorian, Joe Saucier	   	
From: Raffi Ovian	
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September 8th , 2024
  	

For: Edward Asadorian (10 year of his passing)	
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

September 22nd, 2024

For: Armenag Ovoian	     	
From: Raffi Ovian	

For: Khatcher Margossian, Khajag Hedeshian, 
Levon Berberian		

From: George & Soce Berberian & Family	

For: Angeline Hagopian		
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: Angeline Hagopian		
From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

For: Angeline Hagopian		
From: Steve & Susie Hagopian	

For: Mike Towerman, Amerik Kachigian		
From: Janet Haroian	

September 29th, 2024

For: All deceased St. Gregory Church 	
Ladies Guild members 	
From: Ladies Guild	

October 13th, 2024 

For: Mary Alice and Calvin Candisky	   	
 From: Caryn Candisky	

For: Patty Sarkisian Dagley	 	
  From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

October 27th, 2024

For: Gaidzag Magakian		
From: Takouhie Kakligian	

November 3rd, 2024

For: Louise Dolbashian		
 From: Dolbashian Family	

+ 

Հոգւոցն հանգուցելոց, Քրիստոս 

Աստուած, արա հանգիստ եւ 
ողորմութիւն եւ մեզ մեղաւորացս 

շնորհեա զթողութիւն յանցանաց: 

+	

O Christ God, grant eternal rest and have 
mercy upon the souls of our departed and to 

us sinners grant forgiveness of our 
transgressions.

 Խնդրուածս Հոգեհանգստեան  
Requiem Requests september - december 2024
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November 3rd, 2024 (continued)

For: Mary Asadorian, 	
Mary Merzian, Mary Bedian		

From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: Mary & Art Bedian,	
 Asadour & Yeghisapet Bedian	   	

From: Lisa & Bob Kurtz & 	
Greg & Silva Bedian	

For: St. Gregory Church Choir Members—	
Asadour Bedian, Mark Hood, George Ohanesian, 	

Sam Manoogian, Diran Kermanaci, 	
Sampson Nighohossian, Vahan Haroian, 	

Sadie Hagopian Kourtjian, Marian Manoogian Wright, 
Arshalus Geragosian, Agnes Haroian, 	

Rose Ohanesian, Mary Haroian, 	
Angel Mooshegian, Nuvart Kachigian, 	
Vanig Torigian, Jeannie Fusdigian, 	

Rev. Eghishe Gasparian, Roxy Asadorian, 	
Mary Bedian, Mary Maksudian, 	
Marge Sisioian, Yn. Arpi Shrikian, 	

Sam Spataro, Sue Spataro, Kathy Ovian	          	
    From: Holy Seraphim Choir	

For: George Manjikian		
 From: Der Taniel & Yn Vana Manjikian & Family	

November 10th, 2024
For: Taniel Garabedian		
From: Rita Garabedian	

November  24th, 2024

For: Edward Manoogian, Sue Spataro	        	
  From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

December 1st, 2024

For: Yervant Manoogian, Arman Festigian		
From: Deacon and Mrs. Ed and 	

Laura Haroian & Family	

December 1st, 2024 (continued)

For: Martin Grigorian, Kohar Markarian, 	
Voladia Markarian, Svetlana Avakyan	

	From: Luda Grigorian	

For: Bea Bazoian		
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: All Deceased Pastors, NRA delegates and	
 Board of Trustee members of St. Gregory 
Armenian Church, All deceased Choir and 	

Altar Servers of St. Gregory Armenian Church		
From: Pastor & Board of Trustees	

December  8th, 2024
For: Andrew Hagopian 	

From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

For: Andrew Hagopian 	
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: Andrew Hagopian		
From: Steve & Susie Hagopian	

For: Andrew Hagopian		
From: Andrew and Stephanie Hagopian & Family	

December 15th, 2024

For: Varsenig Haroian Throne	
	From: David Throne & Family	

For: Helen Ovian	     	
From: Raffi Ovian	

For: Charles Merzian, Mary Merzian, 	
Bedros Merzian, Esther Merzian,	

 Yervant Manoogian, Alice McClintock	 	
 From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

December 22nd, 2024

For: Sarkis Dolbashian		
From: The Dolbashian Family	
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December 29th, 2024

For: Varsenig Haroian Throne, 	
Vahram & Satne Haroian	  	

From: Vahram Alan Haroian & David 	
Throne Family	

For: Richard and Carol Chambers 	  	
 From: Andy, Chelsea and Mary Asadorian
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St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church 

Gifts to Church	

October 27th, 2024	

Clara Waterson in honor of Mike Torosian’s 90th Birthday	

November 24th, 2024	

Joan Lee	

December 1st, 2024	

Anonymous for Vehapar Visit



FEBRUARY  2025 PARI  LOOR

23

Amerik Kachigian	

Amerik A. “Rick” Kachigian, 91, of Granite City, Illinois, passed 
away peacefully on Thursday, September 12, 2024, at de 
Greeff Hospice House in St. Louis, Missouri. Born February 
23, 1933, in Granite City, Illinois, he was the cherished son of 
the late Aslan and Helen (Malkoonian) Kachigian.	

Rick was a faithful and devoted parishioner of St. Gregory the 
Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church, in Granite City, 
Illinois. He was an attorney and operated his own law firm for 
over 50 years in his hometown. He and his family also owned 
and operated the Snack Shack and Tony's restaurants in 
Granite CIty. He was an avid opera singer and his distinctive 
baritone voice filled churches and stages throughout the 
metropolitan St. Louis area. Regularly appearing in 
community theatre productions, Rick spent ten consecutive 
years in the local productions of the "Christmas Carol". He 
was on several game shows and won "The Big Payoff" in 
1960. He and his family were on the "Family Feud" with 
Richard Dawson. Rick was a beloved husband, adoring father, 
and doting grandfather. His memory of dedication, honor and 
love will be carried on in the hearts of all who knew and 
loved him.	

He was preceded in death by his parents and his beloved wife 
of 57 years, Nuvart (Donikian) Kachigian.	

Surviving to cherish his memory are his children, Lydia 
Kachigian and her husband, Dr. Raffi Krikorian, of St. Louis, 
Missouri, Dr. Claudia Kachigian, of Granite City, Illinois, and 
Dr. Armand Kachigian, of Granite City, Illinois; his 
grandchildren, Adrine Krikorian, Mariam “Gabby” Krikorian, 
Giselle Krikorian, and Barrett Glass; his brother-in-law, Serge 
Donikian; his nephew, Dr. Serge Donikian, Jr; and many other 
relatives and friends.	

May God illuminate his soul.

The Pastor and Board of Trustees were saddened with the news of the passing of 2 of our 
parishioners during the last few months of 2024.

FUNERALS
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Sonya Ohanesian	

Sonya Karen  Ohanesian, nee Astorian, 82, of Collinsville, Illinois, 
passed away peacefully on Wednesday, October 9, 2024, in Glen 
Carbon, Illinois. She was born March 1, 1942, in Granite City, Illinois, to 
the late Hampar and Zabel (Aidjian) Astorian.	

On February 28, 1960, she married her soulmate, Emmanuel 
“Manny”  Ohanesian, in Granite City, Illinois. Their marriage was a 
testament to enduring love, spanning 64 wonderful years.	

Sonya attended the St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic 
Church in Granite City. She worked as a secretary to psychologists in 
the special education department of Granite City School District #9, 
where her kindness and efficiency were deeply valued. A lover of 
music, Sonya was an enthusiastic member of the Sweet Adelines, 
delighting in singing classic Armenian songs, pop music, and jazz. Her 
artistic flair was evident in her love for decorating, crafting wreaths, 
and other creative projects. She tended her flower garden with care, 
cherishing each bloom and finding joy in nature’s beauty. Sonya’s 
passion for history was a gift she shared with her grandson, fostering a 
shared love for learning about America’s past. Above all, her greatest 
pride and joy was her family. She will be remembered as a beloved 
wife, a loving mother, and an adoring grandmother and great-
grandmother. Sonya’s legacy of love, compassion, and dedication will 
live on in the hearts of all who knew and loved her.	

She was preceded in death by her parents, her beloved son, 
Claude  Ohanesian; and her siblings, Berjouhi, Arshag, Mary, Ralph, 
Naz, Margaret “Dollie”, Robert, and Edward.	

Surviving to cherish her memory are her husband, Emmanuel 
“Manny”  Ohanesian, of Collinsville, Illinois; her daughter, Laura 
(Damian) McCann, of Collinsville, Illinois; her grandchildren, Allyson 
(Joseph Farmer) McCann, John McCann, Lenna  Ohanesian, and 
Christina Ohanesian; her great grandchildren, Adam and Alex Farmer; 
her sister, Helen Dortch; and many nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and friends.	

May God illuminate her soul.	
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Sonya Ohanesian	

Janet Haroian	
Lisa and Bob Kurtz	

Darice, Margot & Lynn Avedisian	
Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

Rita Garabedian	
Mike Torosian	
Raffi Ovian	

Graham & Melanie Keeney	
Steve & Susie Hagopian	

Andy, Chelsea & Mary Asadorian	
Ed and Laura Haroian & Family	
Gerald and Sandra Gerjekian	

Pam Baker	
Depigian Family	

MarLean Manoogian	
Anngie Mosby	

Hagop & Barbara Varadian	
Kirk Robinson	

Tim & Barbara McCann	
Linda & Jesse Wense	
Charles St. Ivany	
Takouhie Kakligian	

Beverley & John Manoogian

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS

Amerik Kachigian 

Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	
Michael Haroian	
Clara Waterson	
Zabelle Vartanian	
Mike Torosian	

Casper Nighohossian	
Mardik Donikyan	

Hagop & Barbara Varadian	
Robert & Tanya Torosian	

Albert Van Amburg, Jane Matoesian and Julie Matoesian	
Deanna and Danny Steffens	
Melanie & Graham Keeney	

Raffi Ovian	
MarLean Manoogian	
Takouhie Kakligian	
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2024 Golf Outing

Andy & Chelsea & Mary Asadorian 
Ani and Rich Florka & Family 

Annette Hagopian 
Aram and Sosi Hovagimian & Family 

Armen Kourkounian 
Art and Pam & Mary Asadorian 

AYF 
Carson Allaria 

Coy Bunyard (Podcast) Benders  

A big thank you to Hulsey Roofing/Serv Pro for being our 	
Golf Tournament Sponsor

We thank the following Payout and 
Longest Drive Sponsors: 

Cleary's  Shoes & Boots	
Guempel Realty	

Family First Life – Gateway	
Paul and Liz Shirinian and Family

 We thank the following Hole Sponsors
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Daniel Schoenleber (Armaninos) 
Ed and Denise Dolbashian 

Donjoian Family 
First Mid (Jamie Jackson) 
Goldline Transportation 

Graham & Melanie Keeney 
Greg & Debbie  Hightaian 
Henry and Connie Ohanian 

Holy Seraphim Choir 
Hrag and Taline Chalian & Family 

Hye Acres 
J & S Property Management 

Janet Haroian 
Jeff and Lynne Hagopian 

Jim Cribbs 
Joey Lee 

Karen Hagopian 
Koesterer HVAC 

Lori Saucier 
Datev & Nejdeh Manjikian 

Michelle Heinlein Re/Max Real Estate 
Minuteman Press 

Perry and Janice Hovis 
Phil Proud 

Pizza World 
Raffi Ovian 

Rob and Megan Smith 
Rose Haroian 

Paul and Janell Wellhausen 
Sailor Insurance 
PPH Insurance 

Stephen Hagopian 
Steve and Susie Hagopian 

Takouhie Kakligian 
The Krist Family 
Tom Manoogian 

Tribout Distributors 
Tri-Cities Democractic Precinct Committee 

Vacastays (Alexandra Korves) 
Zobrio 
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 We thank the following businesses who donated either product or 
gift cards for our auction: 

Alfonzo's Pizzeria	
Bagley Meats	
Bella Milano	
Dukes Bakery	
Dierbergs  	

Dunkin Donuts	
Edley's BBQ	
Farottos	
Fazzis	

Grey Eagle	
Joes Market Basket	
Mousalli's Prime	
Panera Bread 	

Peel Wood Fired Pizza	
Porter's Steakhouse	

Sam's Club	
Starbucks	
The Cabin	

Walmart Granite City	
Walmart Edwardsville	
1929 Pizza & Wine	
1818 Chophouse	

Mio Osteria	
SLU Baseball Program	

Sonic	
Liquor Basket (The Varadians)	

Ford gift basket (The Giovandos)	
X Golf	

Townplace Suites by Marriot

Thank you to the Patrons and Corporate Sponsors for your continued support. 	
The Annual Golf Tournament was a great success. 

After expenses, the church made a profit of $5,479.
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We wish to thank all those who donated poinsettias to beautify our 	
church during the Christmas season.

Donated by In honor or memory of: 

Pamela & Richard Asadorian & Family
Alice Hagopian Saucier, Gladys Ponder 
Asadorian

Ed & Norma Asadorian

Hagop & Mari Asadorian, Abraham & 
Hermine Kambarian, Arsen & Parantzem 
Haroian, Vartkes & Maryam Asadorian, 
Varsenig Haroian Throne

Jeff & Lynne Hagopian Andrew & Angeline Hagopian, Melvin Krist

Karen Hagopian & Family
Michael Hagopian, Andrew Hagopian, 
Angeline Hagopian

Paul & Liz Shirinian & Family

Andrew & Angeline Hagopian, Michael 
Hagopian and Kathy Ovian/ Wallace Lee, 
Larry & Mildred Geisendorff, David Andress

Hagop & Barbara Varadian Mariam & Nishan Varadian

Jacob Varadian
 Nishan & Mariam Varadian, Harold and 
Mary Koch

Raffi Ovian Kathy Ovian

Der Taniel Manjikian

In memory of all deceased Board of Trustee 
members & Volunteers of St. Gregory 
Church, in honor of all dedicated board of 
trustee members & volunteers of St. 
Gregory church (deacons, altar servers, 
choir members and Sunday School)

Lori Saucier Robert Kosta
The Dolbashian Family Sarkis & Louise Dolbashian

Steve & Susie Hagopian
Andrew, Angeline and Michael Hagopian, 
Wallace Lee



FEBRUARY  2025 PARI  LOOR

30

Dr. Chelsea, Mr. Andrew & Ms. Mary Asadorian
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie & Norma Asadorian
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Pamela Asadorian 
Dr. George & Mrs. Soce Berberian & Family
The Donjoian Family
Mrs. Rita Garabedian 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey & Lynne Hagopian
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen & Susan Hagopian

Ms. Takouhie Kakligian
Mr. & Mrs. Graham & Melanie Keeney
Mr. Garo Mikaelian
Mr. & Mrs. Henry & Connie Ohanian
St. Gregory Church Holy Seraphim Choir
St. Gregory Church Ladies Guild
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop & Barbara Varadian

$ 1000 and above

Armenian Revolutionary Federation, "Hrayr Chapter"

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew & Stephanie Hagopian & Family
Mr. Stephen S. Hagopian
Ms. Rosemary Haroian
Mr. & Mrs. Ron & Jen Markarian

$500 - $999

   St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church	
70th Anniversary	



FEBRUARY  2025 PARI  LOOR

31

Mr. & Mr. Ed & Denise Dolbashian
Mrs. Annette Hagopian
Mrs. Janet Haroian
Masters Datev & Nejdeh Manjikian
St. Gregory Church Fellowship Club
Mr. Jacob Varadian
Mr. & Mrs. John & Colleen Varadian & Family

$ 100 - $299

$300 - $499

 Thank you for your continued support.
We raised a total of $26,660.

Anonymous
Granite City “Antranig”AYF Chapter
Armenian Relief Society "Reubena Chapter"
Mr. & Mrs. Art & Pam Asadorian
Rev. & Mrs. Stephan & Alice Baljian & Family
Mr. Greg Bogosian
Mrs. Mary Dugan
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent & Andrea Giovando & Family
Deacon Ed & Mrs. Laura Haroian
Ms. Melanie Haroian

Mr. Michael Haroian
Mr. & Mrs. Greg & Debbie Hightaian & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Virgil & Lois Kambarian
Ms. Daisy Kevorkian
Mrs. MarLean Manoogian
Mr. & Mrs. Zaven & Jean Nalbandian & Family
Mr. & Mrs. David and Elizabeth Safarian & Family
Ms. Lori Saucier
Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Rebecca Willhoft & Family
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September	

• 1  Board of Trustees	
• 8 The Berberian Family	
• 15 Fellowship Club Speakers 
Luncheon	

• 22 No coffee hour- supported Holy    
Shoghagat	

• 29 Ladies Guild Anniversary Dinner	

October 

• 6  Sunday School Art Exhibit 	
• 13 Board of Trustees	
• 20 The Varadian Family 	
• 27 Senior Birthday Party (BOT)	

November 

• 3 Holy Seraphim Choir	
• 10 Board of Trustees 	
• 17 Alex & Aida Bagautdinov	
• 24 Board of Trustees	

December 

• 1  Church Anniversary	
• 8  Board of Trustees (BOT)	
• 15 Breakfast with Santa (sponsored by 
ARS)	

• 22 Ladies Guild Christmas Bake Sale	
• 29 Board of Trustees	

Coffee Hour Sponsors

Thank you to everyone who has 
supported our parish community over 
the past year. Your selflessness and 
generosity is greatly appreciated.
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Every Sunday 


9:15 AM Morning Service

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Special announcements will be made for any additional services held


Sunday School: 10:30 AM - 11:30 PM

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged to attend! 

Baptism 
Usage of Church and Priest for Service	 	 Members (Parents)	 	 	 	 $150

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Non-Members		 	 	 	 $200

Services of the Priest(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


Wedding 
Usage of Church and Priest for Service	 	 Members (Bride or Groom)	 	 	 $200

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Non-Members		 	 	 	 $350

Services of the Priest(s)/Organist/Soloist	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


Funeral

Usage of Church and Priest for Service	 	 Member (Deceased)	 	 	 	 $100*

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Non-Member	 	 	 	 	 $250

Services of the Priest(s)/Organist/Soloist	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


*Usage of Church for Service fee is waived when 100% of the In Lieu of Flowers donations are directed/made to 
St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church. This service is not available to non-members.


House Blessings 
Services of the Priest(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium 

Memorial Days Grave Blessings 
Services of the Priest(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


Annual Membership Fee 
Per Person	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $125

Dues-paying members have the right to vote during membership meetings and receive discounts on church 
services and community center rental costs. 


Community Center Rental 
Full Hall	 	 	 	 	              	 	 	 	 	    	 $900

	 	 	 	 	 	 


Church Services, Fees, 

Community Center Rental Information


