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 A HOME 
FOR OUR YOUTH

DER TANIEL MANJIKIAN 

As every caring parent, within the limits of their abilities, does not spare any effort to provide the 
necessary means for their children to have the best childhood possible - meeting their needs, giving them 
space and opportunities, and guiding them as they shape their personality and identity - the board of 
trustees of St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church, as a loving and caring parent to the youth of our 
community, wholeheartedly strives to meet the needs of those entrusted to their care. And just as every 
parish carries a dream for the future, St. Gregory sees that dream reflected in the hearts of our young 
people. 
Living in the diaspora, far from our Motherland, our identity, culture, language, faith, and history face 
daily challenges and the constant risk of being diminished. It is with this awareness and a hope for the 
future that we are thrilled to share the good news of the opening of our Youth Center. 
As His Holiness Aram I repeatedly highlights the central role and place of our youth in the Armenian 
diaspora, the parish has taken a meaningful step in response: transforming a simple storage room into a 
dedicated Youth Center, created entirely for them.  
Our youth are not only the promise of tomorrow, but the living present of today. To help them become 
the leaders of the future, they need a place to start - a place where they can take steps, engage in 
communal life, participate in committees, and grow both socially and spiritually. 
The space itself is warm and inviting, furnished with comfortable seating, and designed for both social 
and learning activities. Yet the true meaning of this Youth Center goes far beyond its walls and furniture. 
It is a statement of trust. It is a promise. It is our way of telling our youth: you are welcome here, you 
belong here, you are loved here, and your presence matters deeply. 
Scripture reminds us of God’s vision for the young: “For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope” (Jer 29:11). With this project, we 
pray that the Youth Center will be a living reminder of that hope—a place where young hearts can gather, 
have fun, make memories, strengthen friendships, nurture their faith, and embrace the Armenian 
language, culture, and Christian heritage anew. 
The Book of Acts tells us that the first Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). In the same spirit, this Youth Center is 
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meant to foster a community where our youth gather not only for joy and relaxation, but also to learn, 
share experiences, support one another in faith, and grow together as a community. 
This vision has been made possible only through the contributions of our youth themselves. We extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to all who contributed their time, energy, resources, and talents to bring this dream 
to life. Your work is more than an act of building; it is a gift to the next generation and a lasting legacy of 
love within our parish. 
Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden” (Mat 5:14). We hope 
that within these walls, the light of our youth will shine more brightly than ever. 
May this Youth Center be blessed, and may it be filled with life, laughter, learning, and faith for many 
generations to come. 
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 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
NEWS

	JANET HAROIAN	

As we entered the month of May, there were a number of church and community activities to 
enjoy throughout the month.  Mother’s Day was celebrated on Sunday, May 15th with a 
luncheon hosted by the board of trustees.  Ed Dolbashian led the committee and prepared a 
lovely meal for all the mothers, grandmothers, aunts and women of the community.  	

The following week was Graduate Sunday, where multiple levels of graduates and achievements 
were recognized both during the church service and afterwards at a luncheon hosted at the 
community center.  Graduates recognized that day included: George Avagyan, Armen Grigorian, 
Ellie Krikorian, and Edward Ter-Hovannisyan.	

The Board of Trustees did their annual reorganization of the board noting the service of Ed 
Dolbashian and Chelsea Asadorian for their commitment during their terms as they concluded 
their time on the board.  The newly elected board members were Andy Asadorian and Dr. 
George Berberian.  Due to changes in Andy’s availability of time to commit to the board, and his 
community service obligations with a political position in Madison County, he felt compelled to 
resign from the board.  In light of this action, Eddie Asadorian, the duly elected first alternate 
joined the board at the board’s next meeting. The reorganization led to the election of the 
following officers: Stephen Hagopian-Chairman, Jake Varadian-Vice Chairman, Lynne Hagopian-
Treasurer, and Janet Haroian-Secretary.   	
Memorial Day brought parishioners and Der Hayr out to the local community cemetery for grave 
blessings.  	

There were special collections done on two Sundays for tornado relief and funds sent to the 
United Way in St. Louis to help those affected by the storm damage. Additionally, special 
collections were held for the Prelacy’s (Der Aram’s) summer camp in Armenia.  Funds collected 
were sent to the Prelacy in support of the annual youth camp program.	

The annual National Representative Assembly was held in late May this year and our two 
delegates, Janet Haroian and Henry Ohanian, were able to attend the meetings in Watertown, 
MA.  Janet was elected to serve as co-chair of the meetings along with Movses Shrikian from 
Detroit.  Janet and Henry presented their report on actions taken at the assembly on Sunday, 
August 24th during coffee hour.  	
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In June we saw the fathers of our community celebrated by the Ladies Guild on Father’s Day.  
Thanks to the guild members for their recognition of the fathers and father-figures with fun 
activities, including identifying some baby photos, and games, plus a delicious lunch.  	
Take note that the church’s facebook page has photos from the many events and activities in 
church and at the community center if you wish to go back to see them.	

July was busy with events hosted by the St. Gregory Fellowship Club, with their annual ice 
cream social on National Ice Cream Day during coffee hour, and the church’s celebration of 
Vartavar.  Andy and Chelsea Asadorian took on the task of coordinating the fun for the 
afternoon and it was a great day for all who attended.  Lily’s Food Truck was present with 
their delicious food and ice cream treats, and Art Asadorian was able to coordinate a visit 
from the Granite City Fire Department.  They connected to the hydrant nearby and both 
adults and children had a great time running under the spray from the ladder extension and 
hose.  We hope to have them back again next year!  There were plenty of other water games 
organized for the little kids and the big ones too.  Lots of water balloons made their way 
tossed around the grassy area outside of the church building.  Thanks to all who helped make 
it such a fun day. 	

Der Hayr had the opportunity to attend the Prelacy’s annual Datev Summer Camp program, 
from July 6th-12th, as a lecturer.  He noted that it was a great experience working with the 
young people in attendance.  	

In conjunction with the ARS, ARF and AYF, there was a special viewing of the film “My Sweet 
Land.”  That will be covered in a separate article in this issue of the Pari-Loor.	
Throughout the summer months, there have been multiple meetings about the Annual 
Armenian Food Festival (AAFF) and how we would be able to grow the event even more than 
last year, in food production and attendance.  The event co-chairs; Melanie Keeney, Lynne 
Hagopian and Jake Varadian worked hard on the planning, along with coordinating activities 
with the Sunday School, the Ladies Guild and the gourmet food table.  The event was held on 
Sunday, August 10th and information was shared on social media platforms in advance of the 
festival.  The communications worked so well, that the community center was full of hungry 
guests and we sold out of food quicker than we anticipated.  The gourmet table, the Ladies 
Guild and the kitchen were overwhelmed by the support.  Thanks to all who worked on 
planning, food prep, grilling, cooking, baking, working the event, and sharing the day with 
friends and family.  Once again the artist’s corner was a nice plus for those who participated, 
shared their artistic talents, and sold their artwork. The success of the event has set a new 
standard for next year's food festival and discussions have already begun on plans for 2026.	

In addition to all the work on the food festival, happening at the same time was a transition 
of the classroom space at the community center into a new St. Gregory Youth Center.  Der 
Taniel, Soce Berberian and a number of the youth who will be actively utilizing the room, 
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worked very hard to make the changes.  A time-lapse video of all their work on painting, 
dry-wall modifications, and decorating the space is quite a testament to all that went into 
the room changes.  The addition of electronics will help facilitate some of the many 
activities planned for the youth.  The room was open for viewing on the day of the 
Armenian Food Festival for those interested in checking out the changes.  The board of 
trustees is in full support of Der Hayr’s planned programming for the youth in the 
community and utilization of the room.  As a result of the changes to the classroom, other 
modifications were made at the community center for storage of tables and chairs, plus a 
major cleaning project occurred of items no longer needed that had been put into the two 
storage rooms at the back of the hall.	

Just one week after the Armenian Food Festival, our parish was invited to join Holy 
Shoghagat’s parish in Hermann, Missouri, for a Blessing of the Vineyards and Grapes, on 
Saturday, August 16th, hosted by Juletta and Gamo Avagyan.  Despite the heat, they opened 
their home to all who attended and a beautiful blessing was conducted on their property.  
After the conclusion of the blessing ceremony,  a dinner was served at a nearby community 
park rotunda.  Attendees registered in advance noting what food they would bring to share.  
Donations collected from those who were present were split between the two parishes.  It 
was a wonderful gathering with speakers, a brief video, music and dancing.  A special thank 
you to our hosts, Juletta and Gamo for organizing the day.	

The next Pari Loor will contain reporting on an Armenian dance group, the annual church 
golf outing, birthday celebrations for our 90+ church members, and so much more.	
Mark your calendars and monitor the weekly church bulletins for the 71st Anniversary 
celebration of our church, on Sunday, December 7th.  Anoushavan Surpazan will be in 
attendance and plans are in the works for a great event. 	
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Sunday, December 7th	

71st Church Anniversary	

Saturday, November 22nd	
AYF Dance	

Sunday, December 14th	
Breakfast with Santa	

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!	

Sunday, December 21st	
Ladies Guild Christmas Bake Sale	

Monday, January 5th	
Tuesday, January 6th 	

2026	
Sunday Feast of the Nativity and 

Theophany of our Lord	

Sunday, April 12th 	
 2026	

Sunday, Annual Membership 
Meeting	

Sunday, November 16th,	
Sunday School 	
Armenian Bingo	

Sunday, November 9th	

Holy Seraphim Choir Lousnag Sale	
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Breakfast
With Santa

St. Gregory Armenian 
Community Center

3501 Century Drive, Granite City, IL 62040

DECEMBER 14 NOON-2PM

Join the ARS Reubena Chapter for their 2nd Annual

Join us for a morning of holiday magic with a yummy breakfast, festive games and
activities, a balloon artist, and special visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus! Kids can share

their holiday wishes, snap some adorable photos, and enjoy plenty of merry fun. 
Plus, parents can check off their shopping lists with our awesome holiday vendors!

Entry for the event is a Free Will Offering. 
All proceeds will benefit the ARS Christmas Cheer

Campaign.
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION NEWS

MELANIE KEENEY	

The Holy Seraphim Choir participated in Pentecost (Hokekaloust), Etchmiadzin, 
Transfiguration (Vartavar), Assumption of the Holy Mother of God (Soorp Asdvadzadzin), 
and Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Khatchverats) services by offering the special music for 
each of these feast days.  	

The Choir will be holding its annual Loosnag Sale on Sunday, November 9.  We will have 
requiem services for all deceased choir members, host the coffee hour luncheon in their 
memory, followed by the Loosnag Sale.  The proceeds from this successful fundraiser 
support the two orphans we sponsor through The Prelacy.	

Special thanks to choir members who gave of their time at the annual Armenian Food 
Festival:  Barbara Varadian, Lindsey Schweitzer, Narine Berberian, Gasya Berberian, Sarah 
Varadian, Mikayel Darbinyan, and Andy Asadorian.  As our pool of volunteers gets smaller 
and smaller, the efforts and contributions of those who continue to give of their time are 
especially appreciated.	

It was a treat to have Narine Berberian back in the choir during her summer break from 
college.  She’s back at school and we wish her continued success in her studies and look 
forward to seeing/hearing her again when she’s home for the Christmas holiday.	

The Holy Seraphim Choir will be co-sponsoring a Trivia Night with the Board of Trustees – 
please be on the lookout for this announcement and we hope you come and support this 
annual fundraising event.	

If you are interested in joining the Choir, please reach out to any of its members.  In the 
meantime, a special thank you to Andy Asadorian, Lindsey Schweitzer, Barbara Varadian, 
Sarah Varadian, Mikayel Darbinyan, Narine Berberian, and Gasya Berberian for their 
contributions to the Holy Seraphim Choir. 	

As always, we thank God for our continued ability to sing His praises, and we appreciate the 
support and leadership of Der Taniel and Yeretsgin Vana.	

Լուրեր «Սրբոց Սերովբէից» Երգչախումբէն  


Holy Seraphim Choir News
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Լուրեր Կիրակնօրեայ Վարժարանէն 

Sunday School News

JEAN NALBANDIAN	

Over the summer, Sunday School focused on fun lessons, arts and crafts, attending church 
with our families, and a video series about Orthodox traditions and art.   Vartavar was a 
highlight of the summer with water games and delicious food. In August, Yeretsgin  Vana 
organized an amazing VBS (Vacation Bible school, IYKYK) with a sports theme.   We were 
thankful to have help from our AYF members who were leaders and helpers -- we couldn't 
have done it without you!  Later that month we all had fun at the Armenian Food Fest!  The 
Kids' Korner was a hit as usual, and our kiddos got to connect with community members, 
relatives and new friends. 	
       Sunday School is excited to have new materials and resources to start our new school 
year!   We have been working on fundraising and saving and budgeting the past few years.  
We have also received several generous donations  from our community.   Due to these 
efforts, we were able to purchase a new TV with smart functions to enhance our curriculum 
with videos, songs and music.   In addition, we are trying a new curriculum this year which 
includes interactive workbooks and links to online curriculum and videos.   The kids and 
teachers are excited about these new additions!  Of course, we continue to learn Armenian 
history, culture, and language as well as Bible stories and church traditions.  All are welcome 
to come play and pray with us!	
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Լուրեր 

Fellowship Club

CONNIE  OHANIAN

It was  the designated Month for Ice Cream and we did it up right on Sunday, July 20th 
with our annual Ice Cream Social.  We had apple pie to go with ice cream and all the 
other goodies like crushed Oreos, fresh strawberries, caramel sauce, chocolate sauce, 
Jimmies, all kinds of nuts and candy bar pieces and canned whipped cream, the best 
and most fun kind!  All on a base of vanilla ice cream.  
  
Thanks to all who contributed toppings, those who came and enjoyed the desserts 
and a great time of casual catching up on everybody’s summer and travel plans. 
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Լուրեր Տիկնանց Միութենէն 

Ladies’ Guild News

BARBARA  VARADIAN	

Our Ladies Guild members have served our church community for 72 year serving  in all facets 
of church and community life from leadership roles to volunteering their time where needed.  
We are always looking for new members to continue the work of our ancestors. We celebrated 
our 72nd Anniversary on September 28 with a luncheon following Badarak. 	
Sugar, flour, eggs, butter and a lot of hours baking made for a very successful bake sale for our 
church’s annual Armenian Food Festival in August. We can’t thank all the volunteers enough 
for helping us prepare for the sale by baking throughout the summer. It was wonderful 
catching up with old friends and working next to members who shared their expertise on 
making their favorite pastry. Most of our recipes are from recipes passed down to us from 
across the country and those brought from our ancestors from Armenia.  While some have 
been tweaked, most are true to family traditions.  Even though we increased the quantities we 
baked, we still sold out in less than an hour. Please follow the bulletin for the dates for next 
year’s baking sessions. 	
We’ll look forward to seeing everyone at the AYF November dance. The ladies of our 
community do a wonderful job assisting the AYF parents and ARS members with food for the 
evening. We prepare a feast that leaves everyone full. 	
We also look forward to the church’s 71st anniversary on December 7th and our Christmas 
Bake sale on December 21st. Along with Armenian pastries we will also have traditional 
Christmas cookies, etc.	
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION NEWS

By Susan Hagopian and Steve Hagopian	

The Granite City Chapters of the Armenian Relief Society, the Armenian Youth Federation and 
the Armenian Revolutionary Federation, along with St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian 

Church of Granite City brought the award 
winning documentary “My Sweet Land” to 
St. Louis.	

The screening was held at (MICDS) Mary 
Institute Country Day School in St. Louis, 
Missouri on June 14, 2025.  Admission was 
free as the host organizations covered all 
costs associated with the event.  However, 
donations were accepted the evening of the 
showing and were directed to the ARS 
Eastern USA “Artsakh Relief Fund”. 	

The fi lm was d i rec ted by Sa reen 
Hairabedian and presented in Armenian 

Armenian Relief Society

Reubena Chapter – Granite City, IL

 ST. LOUIS PREMIER OF  
“MY SWEET LAND”

Armenian Revolutionary Federation

Hrair Chapter – Granite City, IL


Armenian Youth Federation

Antranig Chapter – Granite City, IL
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with English subtitles. Sareen is the founder of HAI Creative, a media production company 
that brings stories of the unheard and underrepresented to the screen. My Sweet Land is a 
coming of age story set against a multigenerational war in the post Soviet Caucasus 
Mountains. It follows an 11-year old boy named Vrej, growing up in Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) who dreams of becoming a dentist in his picture-postcard village with its roaming 
ducks and golden bees.  His sweet land, however, is strewn with mines  from previous wars, 
shaping a country that remains unrecognized to the world.  Vrej’s life takes a sudden turn 
when war erupts, forcing him to flee to Armenia with his family during the heaviest fighting 
around his village.  He spends his days in exile impatiently waiting for victory, but reality 
takes a different turn; as the Armenians of Artsakh lose the war.  	
Upon returning to his village, he confronts the devastation, new power dynamics, and the 
education that prepares children for near future battles.  Vrej must learn the rules of war…… 
but can he carry a nation’s hope on his young shoulders? The film is a testament to the 
people of Artsakh, where hope and trauma had shaped their resilience across generations.  	

The movie has won numerous awards, including the Jury Award for Best Feature Length 
Arab Documentary, the Audience Award, and the International Film Critics Award at the 
Amman International Film Festival in 2025. The film was initially selected as Jordan’s official 
submission for the 97th Academy Awards, but the submission was later withdrawn due to 
diplomatic pressures applied by Azerbaijan.  	

The evening was well attended by the Armenian community of the greater St. Louis area.  
The sponsoring organizations would like to thank all who attended, as well as thank Mr. 
Zaven Nalbandian, who teaches at Mary Institute Country Day School and helped secure the 
facility for our use.	

Lastly, we would also like to remind all in the community that the purpose of bringing the 
movie to the area, is to continue to tell the story of the heroic people of Artsakh.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

In memory of 	
Emmanuel “Manny” Ohanesian	

Emmanuel “Avedis” Ohanesian, 91, of Collinsville, Illinois, passed away peacefully on Friday, April 25, 
2025, in St. Louis, Missouri. Born January 1, 1934, in Marseille, France, he was the cherished son of the 
late Hrant and Mentouhi (Gerjekian) Semerdjian.

On February 28, 1960, in Granite City, Illinois, Manny married the love of his life Sonya Karen Astorian. 
Their love story spanned 64 radiant years, a testament to their unwavering devotion, until Sonya's 
passing in October 2024.

Manny attended the St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church in Granite City, Illinois. He 
dedicated over 30 years of his career to Production Control at the Chrysler North Plant in Fenton, 
Missouri. As a proud member of the ARF, Manny embraced his Armenian heritage. He found solace in 
life's tranquility, often immersing himself in the soothing melodies of jazz and classical music or losing 
himself in the pages of a cherished book, with his faithful cats nestled beside him. Manny also savored 
great meals and a nice glass of wine. Above all, he adored his wife Sonya and cherished the time they 
spent with their family. Manny will be remembered for the lessons he imparted: love with all your heart, 
spoil your grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and cherish the treasures life provides.

In addition to his parents, Manny was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Sonya Karen (Astorian) 
Ohanesian; his son, Claude Ohanesian; and his sister, Seta Semerdjian.

Surviving to cherish his memory are his daughter, Laura (Damian) McCann, of Collinsville, Illinois; his 
grandchildren, Allyson (Joseph Farmer) McCann, John McCann, Lenna Ohanesian, and Christina 
Ohanesian; his great grandchildren, Adam and Alex Farmer; and many other relatives and friends.

Funeral was held on Thursday, May 1, 2025, at St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church, 
1014 W. Pontoon Rd., Granite City, Illinois. Interment was in Sunset Hill Memorial Estates in Glen 
Carbon, Illinois
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Jean-Louise Tourikian	
Helen Astorian Dortch, Christopher and Jeffrey Dortch	

Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	
MarLean Manoogian	

Melanie & Graham Keeney	
Mike Torosian	

Tim & Barbara McCann	
The Depigian Family	

Raffi Ovian	
Pam Baker	

Loretta & Kirk	
Janet, Melanie, Stephen & Astghik Haroian	

Richard & Pam Asadorian	
Takouhie Kakligian	
Lisa & Bob Kurtz	

Dc. Ed and Mrs. Laura Haroian	
Richard & Nancy Avdoian	
Rick & Jolene Klinger	

Mark Klinger & Jamie Wood

Manny Ohanesian In Lieu Of Flowers
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May 4th , 2025
  	

For: Mark Siers, Michelle Concovich	
	From: Barbara & Hagop Varadian	

For: Annette Hagopian		
From: Pastor and Board of Trustees	

May 18th, 2025

 For: Retired and Active Sunday School Teachers	
From: Sunday School 	

For: Dougald Calhoun		
From: Janet Haroian	

June 15th, 2025

For: Arthur Asadorian, Andrew Asadorian, 	
Eddie Asadorian, Graham Keeney, 	

Stephen Matoesian, David Matoesian, 	
Peter Merzian, Rich McClintock, 	
Steve Brown, Richard Asadorian, 	

Rich Asadorian, 	
Corey Fisher	

	From: Asadorian 	
& Keeney Families	

For: Denise Dolbashian		
From:Eddie Haroian	

June 22nd, 2025

For: Karen Kehetian	
	From: Janet Haroian, Melanie Haroian, 	

Stephen & Astghik Haroian	

June 29th, 2025
For: Bedros Kallanian, Steve Harmon		

From: Deacon & Mrs. Ed Haroian & Family	

For: Andrew Asadorian		
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: Karen Kehetian		
From: Janet Haroian & Family	

July 6th, 2025
		

For the victims of the recent Texas flooding		
From: Pastor and Board of Trustees	

July 13th, 2025

For: Andy Asadorian	    	
From: Asadorian and Keeney Families	

Խնդրուածս Աղօթից 
Prayer Requests May - August 2025



July 20th, 2025

For: Der Mambre, Yn. Anahit 	
and Gayane  Voskanyan		

From: Pastor & Board of Trustees	

For: Carol Jung	
	From: John & Colleen Varadian & Family	

For: Greg Mudge		
From: Janet Haroian	

For: Karen Kehetian	
	From: Janet Haroian & Family	

July 27th, 2025

For: Karen Kehetian	
	From: Deacon & Mrs. Ed Haroian & Family	

August 3rd, 2025

 For: Karen Kehetian	
	From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	
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May 4th , 2025

   For: Misag and Zavart Megrdichian,	
Bedros and Haygouhi Megrdichian, 	

Alice and Jack Davoudian,	
And all of her friends who 	
have passed before her		
From: Mary Megrdichian	

		
For: Andrew and Angeline Hagopian, 	

Edward Manoogian		
From: Pastor and Board of Trustees	

For: Andrew and Angeline Hagopian		
From: Varadian Family	

For: Andrew & Angeline  Hagopian		
From: Karen Hagopian	

For: Andrew & Angeline Hagopian		
From: Taline & Hrag Chalian & Family	

May 11th, 2025

 For: Hermine Kambarian, Mary Asadorian, 
Parantsem Haroian, Mary Asadorian,       	

 Alice McClintock, Ann Keeney, 	

May 11th, 2025 (continued)

Varsenig Throne, Megan McClintock, 	
Angeline Hagopian		

From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: Angeline Hagopian, Mary Bedian		
From: Jeff and Lynne Hagopian	

For: Leslie Mikaelian, Alice Saucier	 	
From: Lori Saucier	

For: Pileg Kakligian, Zavart Kakligian, 	
Lucy Avdoian, Rose Meharian, 	

Anahid Maghakian, Satenig Geragosian, 
Marguerite Manoogian, Mary Siuramy 		

From: Takouhie Kakligian	

For: Mary Koch, Mariam Varadian, 	
Marie Koch, Marie Schoemehl		

From: Hagop & Barbara Varadian 	

For: Mary Haroian, Vartouhi Nigsarian, 
Parantzem Haroian, Varsenig Throne		

From: Rosemary Haroian	

For: Agnes Haroian, JoAnn Mullen, 	
Dzaghig Asadourian, Parantzem Haroian, 

Augustine Wells, Joan Asadourian, 	

+ 

Հոգւոցն հանգուցելոց, Քրիստոս 

Աստուած, արա հանգիստ եւ 
ողորմութիւն եւ մեզ մեղաւորացս 

շնորհեա զթողութիւն յանցանաց: 

+	

O Christ God, grant eternal rest and have 
mercy upon the souls of our departed and to 

us sinners grant forgiveness of our 
transgressions.

 Խնդրուածս Հոգեհանգստեան  
Requiem Requests may - August 2025
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May 11th, 2025 (continued)
Mary Haroian, Satenig Haroian, 	
Varsenig Throne, Mary O’Connor, 	
Mariam Kritian, Guilnaz Bakaian, 	

Khassig Haroian, Shamiram Stepanian, 	
Seermeh Minassian, Helen Stepanian, 	
Nazelee Johnson, Mariam Enneian, 	
Myrtha McCarty, Khatoun Fusdigian		

From: Deacon Ed & Mrs. Laura Haroian	
 & Family	

	For: Kathy Ovian, Helen Ovian		
From: Raffi Ovian	

May 18th, 2025

For: Deceased Sunday school teachers	    	
 From: Sunday School	

June 15th, 2025

For: Hagop Asadorian, Abraham Kambarian, 
Arsen Haroian, Vartkes Asadorian, 	

Richard McClintock, Bernard Keeney, 	
 Andrew Hagopian, Charles Merzian		
From: Asadorian & Keeney Families	

For: Manny and Sonya Ohanesian	
	From: Laura and Damian McCann & Family	

For: Andrew Hagopian, Melvin Krist, 	
Art Bedian, Ohannes Manoogian, 	

Sooren Hagopian		
From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

For: Mamigon Kakligian, Setrag Maghakian	
From: Takouhie Kakligian	

For: Archdeacon Vahan Haroian, 	
Robert Mullen	

June 15th, 2025 (continued)

Arsen Haroian, Mesrop Safarian,	
Armenag Asadourian, Lawrence Mullen,	

Joseph Wells, Vasken Haroian,	
Vahram Haroian, Khachig Der Stepanian,	

Nishan Haroian, Hovsep Stepanian,	
Carl Stepanian, Armenag Bakaian,	

Arthur Bedian		
From: Deacon and Mrs. Ed Haroian & Family		

For: Soghomon Ovoian, Armenag Ovoian	
	From: Raffi Ovian	

For: Harold Koch, Nishan Varadian, 	
Robert Coyne, Henry Schoemehl, 	

Joseph Schoemehl		
From: Hagop and Barbara Varadian	

For: Sarkis Dolbashian, Johno Dolbashian	   	
 From: Edward and Denise Dolbashian	

August 3rd, 2025

For: George Maloian, Claude Ohanesian, 	
Patty Sarkissian Dagley, Dirouhie Shrikian, 	

Patrick Decker		
From: Jeff & Lynne Hagopian	

		
For: Martin Grigorian, Seta Khachaterian, 	

Anna Nersesian		
From: Luda Grigorian	

August 24th, 2025

For: Varsenig Haroian Throne, 	
Vahram Haroian		

From: David Throne Family, 	
Vahram Alan Haroian	

For: Mary Haroian		
From: Rose Haroian	
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St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church 

Gifts to Church	

May 4th, 2025	

Paul & Elizabeth Shirinian & Family	

May 11th, 2025	

Gunes Ercal—110th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide	

May 18th, 2025 

Kamo & Juletta Avagyan—Graduate Sunday	

July 6th, 2025 

Asadorian & Keeney Families on the occasion of Andrew Asadorian	
 being elected Chairman of the Madison County Democratic Committee
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GOLD 

Cleary’s Shoes & Boots	
Irwin Chapel	

Koesterer Heating & Cooling	
Tribout Distributors	

2025 Armenian Food festival

PATRONS 

Andy & Chelsea Asadorian	
Mary Asadorian	
Art Asadorian	
Ed Asadorian	

Norma Asadorian	
George Berberian	
Soce Berberian	
Ed Dolbashian	

Denise Dolbashian	
Daniela Donjoian	
John Donjoian	

CORPORATE SPONSORS 

SILVER 

Digitalartz	
Premier Lawn Services
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PATRONS (continued) 

Rita Garabedian	
Jeff Hagopian	
Lynne Hagopian	
Steve Hagopian	
Susie Hagopian	
Astghik Haroian	
Ed Haroian	

Janet Haroian	
Melanie Haroian	
Stephen Haroian	
Johno Kabbendjian	
Anahit Kabbendjian	
Takouhie Kakligian	
Graham Keeney	
Melanie Keeney	

Datev & Nejdeh Manjikian	
Jean Nalbandian	
Zaven Nalbandian	
Connie Ohanian	
Henry Ohanian	
Lori Saucier	
Bryan Sutter	
Raffi Ovian	

Jake Varadian
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May	

• 4  Hagopian Families	
• 11 Mother’s Day Luncheon (BOT)	
• 18 Graduate Sunday (BOT)	
• 25 Board of Trustees 	

June  

• 1 Andrew & Stephanie Hagopian	
• 8 Board of Trustees	
• 15 Father’s Day Luncheon (Ladies Guild)	
• 22 Board of Trustees	
• 29 Board of Trustees	

July 

• 6 Board of Trustees	
• 13 Board of Trustees 	
• 20 Ice Cream Social (Fellowship Club)	
• 27 Vartavar (BOT)	

August 
• 3 Board of Trustees	
• 10 Annual Armenian Food Festival	
• 17 Board of Trustees	
• 24 Board of Trustees	
• 31 Board of Trustees	

Coffee Hour Sponsors

Thank you to everyone who has 
supported our parish community over 
the past year. Your selflessness and 
generosity is greatly appreciated.
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FUN CORNER

Ghapama (Armenian: ղափամա) is an Armenian stuffed pumpkin dish.  It is prepared by removing 
the inside of the pumpkin and stuffing it with cooked rice, butter, honey, dried fruits, nuts, and 
meat, to be baked. Dried fruits used in the dish include figs, apricots, prunes, and raisins, while the 
nuts include walnuts and almonds. The recipe below is credited to Andrew Janjigian.

Ghapama 

Ingredients	
	8 cups (2LI) water	
	1 cup long-grain or basmati white rice	
	1 large sugar or pie pumpkin ( 5 to 7 pounds)	
	1/2 cup slivered almonds 	
	1/2 cup walnut halves or pieces	
	6 tablespoons unsalted butter	
	1 medium yellow onion, finely chopped	
	2 1/2 teaspoons Diamond crystal kosher salt; if using table salt use half		
1/4 cup dried apricots, halved	
	1/4 cup dried tart cherries, preferably unsweetened	
	1/4 cup dried prunes, halved	
	1/4 cup golden raisins	
	1/4 cup (60 ml) honey	
	2 teaspoons chopped flat-leaf parsley leaves and tender stems	

Directions	
	In a medium saucepan, bring water to boil over high heat. Add rice and return to full boil, stirring 
occasionally, until rice is al dente, 5 to 7 minutes (there should still be a firm core of undercooked rice in 
the center of each grain). Drain through a fine-mesh strainer. 	
Meanwhile, adjust oven rack to the lower-middle position and heat oven to 350˚F (176℃). Line a 
rimmed baking sheet with aluminum foil or parchment paper; set aside. Using a paring knife or pumpkin 
carving knife, remove the top of the pumpkin in one piece by cutting a 3- to 4-inch wide circle around 
the pumpkin stem to form a lid (see notes). Remove the lid and set aside. 	
Carefully run knife or edge of a large spoon along the cavity of the pumpkin to loosen seeds and stringy 
pulp, then use a spoon to scoop them out and scrape the cavity clean. Using the paring knife, scrape 
seeds and pulp from the lid as well. Discard seeds and pulp or reserve for another use (try roasting the 
seeds with one of our seasoning combinations for a snack). Set pumpkin with lid aside. 	
In a large skillet, toast nuts over medium heat until very lightly browned, about 4 minutes. Transfer to a 
plate. Wipe out skillet, then add butter and melt over medium heat, remove from heat and let cool 
slightly. 	
	
Pour all but 2 tablespoons butter from skillet into a medium bowl; set aside. Add onion and salt to skillet 
with remaining butter and cook over medium heat, stirring occasionally, until onion is softened and just 
beginning to brown, 8 to 10 minutes. Transfer to an empty large bowl and set aside. 	

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_language
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%D5%B2%D5%A1%D6%83%D5%A1%D5%B4%D5%A1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_cuisine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pumpkin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apricot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raisin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walnut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almond
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Add drained rice to the bowl with onions along with the almonds, walnuts, apricots, cherries, prunes, and 
raisins. 	
Add honey to the reserved browned butter and whisk to combine. Using a brush, coat the insides of the 
cleaned pumpkin, including the rim and underside of the lid, with the honey-butter mixture (about 1 
tablespoon). Pour remaining honey-butter mixture into rice mixture and stir gently until everything is well 
combined. Scoop rice mixture into the prepared pumpkin and gently pack into pumpkin, leaving about 1 
inch headspace from the pumpkin rim. Cover with the pumpkin lid and transfer to the prepared baking 
sheet.  	
Bake until a paring knife inserted into the side of the pumpkin yields no resistance and the pumpkin begins 
to slump very slightly, 1 hour 45 minutes to 2 hours. 	
Remove baking sheet from oven and transfer to a wire rack. Let cool slightly, about 15 minutes. 	
Using one or two large spatulas, carefully transfer pumpkin to the center of a large serving platter (see 
notes). Remove the lid and set aside. Using a paring knife, cut pumpkin through the flesh from top to 
bottom into eight equal wedges without cutting into filling; make sure to cut all the way to center of base 
so that wedges can fully separate. Gently allow pumpkin wedges to fall open onto the platter, coaxing 
them as needed. Mound rice in center of the pumpkin, scooping off any filling stuck to the pumpkin 
wedges and mounding it onto the rice pile. Sprinkle with parsley and serve. 	

Notes	
There's a chance you will have a small amount of filling left over; you can save it and bake it seperately, 
covered, in a small vessel, gratin dish, or ramekin to avoid wasting it.	

This onion version leans more savory than sweet. For a sweeter spiced version, omit the onion (and its 
cooking step) and stir 1 teaspoon cinnamon and 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg into the butter at the end of step 2.	

Ghapama is best made just before serving.
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Every Sunday 


9:15 AM Morning Service

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Special announcements will be made for any additional services held


Sunday School: 10:30 AM - 11:30 PM

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged to attend! 

Baptism 
Usage of Church and Priest for Service	 	 Members (Parents)	 	 	 	 $150

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Non-Members		 	 	 	 $200

Services of the Priest(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


Wedding 
Usage of Church and Priest for Service	 	 Members (Bride or Groom)	 	 	 $200

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Non-Members		 	 	 	 $350

Services of the Priest(s)/Organist/Soloist	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


Funeral

Usage of Church and Priest for Service	 	 Member (Deceased)	 	 	 	 $100*

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Non-Member	 	 	 	 	 $250

Services of the Priest(s)/Organist/Soloist	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


*Usage of Church for Service fee is waived when 100% of the In Lieu of Flowers donations are directed/made to 
St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church. This service is not available to non-members.


House Blessings 
Services of the Priest(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium 

Memorial Days Grave Blessings 
Services of the Priest(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Honorarium


Annual Membership Fee 
Per Person	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $125

Dues-paying members have the right to vote during membership meetings and receive discounts on church 
services and community center rental costs. 


Community Center Rental 
Full Hall	 	 	 	 	              	 	 	 	 	    	 $900

	 	 	 	 	 	 


Church Services, Fees, 

Community Center Rental Information


